Discussion Questions for Becoming Bonnie
1. If you faced the same situation as Bonnelyn—with overdue bills, the potential loss of her dreams, and
the loss of jobs, both her own and Buster’s—would you agree or disagree with her ultimate mindset that
doing nothing, letting it all slip away, is more dangerous and reckless than going with Blanche to Doc’s?
2. What do you think was Bonnie’s main motivation for her actions? Her family’s wellbeing? Living up to
her father’s expectations? The fear of being nothing more than Mrs. Roy Thornton Having money and
dreams?
3. Throughout the novel, Roy went through his own transformation. Do you side more with Bonnie, who
believed she “broke him,” or Blanche, who agrees Bonnie introduced him to a new world, but otherwise
Roy reaped what he sowed?
4. Evaluate the idea of worry as a catalyst. Bonnie believed, “It’s a peculiar thing, worry. It can morph into
paranoia or disguise itself as guiltiness, sometimes even creates doubt.” In addition to Bonnie’s “Ma looks
different” fears and a “Don’t let Roy be mad at me doubts,” what other worries do you think drove
Bonnie’s actions?
5. During the 1920s, women took a stride forward. As Bonnie said, “Women can vote; women are equals,
wanting to make a name for themselves.” How do you think Bonnie would feel about women equality
today?
6. When Bonnie cut her hair, it was an assertion of independence that ultimately gave Bonnie more
confidence in herself. Share a similar moment from your own life.
7. Consider what you look for in a friendship. Which attributes of Blanche would you welcome and
alternatively find frustrating in a friendship?
8. When Bonnie first met Clyde, she was hesitant. Which moment with Clyde do you feel was the moment
that made her fall for a convicted felon?
9. Bonnie feels that Clyde is a partner, having both saved each other. How does this differ from the
relationship she had with Roy and her interactions with Henry?
10. At the beginning of the novel, Blanche believes Bonnelyn is a blotter, someone who goes surface
deep, but “life needs some elbow grease, a good scrub to get the dirt out.” At the end of the novel, do
you think Blanche would use this same term to refer to Bonnie? How does Bonnelyn compare to Bonnie?

Continue Bonnie and Clyde’s story in Side by Side, the story of America’s most infamous
crime spree told in the raw and honest voice of the woman who lived it, Bonnie Parker.
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